Related literature
A search for 'organic electronics' materials in systems of conjugated C-C bonds (Kobayashi et al., 2011) was recently extended to organometallic molecules containing chains of atoms such as Ge, Si, or Sn (Marschner & Hlina, 2013) . The established routines used to obtain oligogermanes via hydrogermolysis or the reaction of germyllithium reagents with germanium halogenides (Amadoruge & Weinert, 2008) may give rise to unexpected by-products due to side reactions. As a part of our studies of the chemistry of oligogermanium compounds (Zaitsev et al., 2012 (Zaitsev et al., , 2013 (Zaitsev et al., , 2014 , the title compound was obtained as a by-product. For related crystal structures of organotetragermanes, see: Roller et al. (1986) ; ; Wagner et al. (2009) ; Amadoruge et al. (2010 Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2008 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2008) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
S1. Experimental
The title compound was obtained in trace amounts from the reaction of two equivalents of Ph 3 GeLi (generated in situ from Ph 3 GeH and n-BuLi at room temperature in Et 2 O) with Me 2 GeCl 2 in diethyl ether. The main compound isolated from the mother liquor is the known trigermane Ph 3 GeGeMe 2 GePh 3 (Dräger & Simon, 1986) . Solvent-free crystals of the title compound suitable for X-Ray analysis were recrystallized from toluene at room temperature.
S2. Refinement
The positions of hydrogen atoms were revealed in difference Fourier maps. For the refinement, they were positioned with idealized geometry and were refined with C-H = 0.95 Å and U eq (H) = 1.2 U eq (C) for H atoms attached to aromatic carbon atoms and with C-H = 0.98 Å and U eq (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms. The latter were also allowed for free rotation. (7) C7-C8-H8A 119.5 C1-Ge1-Ge1 i 110.91 (7) C3-C8-H8A 119.5
